75  Reasons 

*TO  ATTEND  THE  75TH  NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION 

Run  for  the  Roses 

A  SNAPSHOT  OF  THE  U.S.  FLORICULTURE  INDUSTRY 
AND  ITS  BLOOMING  JOB  MARKET 
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MEET  A  DEDICATED  GROUP  OF  FFA  MEMBERS 
WHO  COMMUNICATE  BY  HAND 


The  Word  is  Out 

8  CAREERS  WHERE  YOU  CAN  COMMUNICATE  ABOUT  AGRICULTURE 


NOTHING  SOLVES  A  PROBLEM  LIKE  525  FOOT-POUNDS  OF 
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Power  Stroke®  Diesel  tngine 
Highest  Available  Torque  in  its  Class* 
12,500  lbs.  of  Towing  Power 
Most  Interior  Room  in  its  Class 
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10  A  language  oF  their  own 

FFA  New  Horizons  recently  visited  the  West 
Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf,  where  a  determined 
group  of  FFA  members  are  getting  things  done. 
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14  The  Word  is  Out 

In  the  business  of  agriculture,  effective  communication  is 
vital  to  the  success  of  corporations,  small  businesses, 
organizations  and  government  agencies.  Here  are  eight 
careers  where  you  can  get  the  word  out  about  agriculture. 

18  Run  For  the  Roses 

The  U.S.  floriculture  industry-the 
business  of  growing  and  selling 
flowers-is  blossoming  like  a  field 
of  spring  daisies.  Thanks  to  sales 
of  everything  from  fresh-cut  lilies 
to  potted  petunias,  the  industry  is 
now  worth  nearly  $19  billion  annually. 
Plus,  find  out  why  this  is  hot  career  area. 

75  Reasons  to  Attend  the 
75th  National  FFA  Convention 

FFA  has  been  around  for  seventy-five  years.  The  celebrating 
begins  at  this  year's  national  FFA  convention,  where,  as 
you'll  see,  there's  no  shortage  of  things  to  experience. 
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important  dates  to  rPmPmhPr 

SEPTEMBER  6 

COURTESY  CORPS  APPLICATIONS  DUE 

SEPTEMBER  10 

NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION  NEWSROOM  APPLICATIONS  DUE 

OCTOBER  1 

REQUESTS  FOR  NATIONAL  FFA  OFFICER  VISITS  DUE 

OCTOBER  30-NOVEMBER  2 

THE75TH  NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION  IN  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY 

FIND  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  ADDITIONAL  DEADLINES  AT 
WWW.FFA.ORG 
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6    FFA  Faces 

Meet  some  FFA  movers  and  shakers  from  around  the 

8    National  OFPicer  Q&A 

Amber  Haugland,  national  FFA  central 
region  vice  president,  has  a  message  for 
FFA  members. 

17  FFA  in  Action 

The  latest  happenings  from 
FFA  chapters  nationwide. 

23  FFA  at  75 

Celebrating  75  years  of  FFA  with 
student  essays,  FFA  history 
and  more. 

24  Puzzler  iEi**?^. 

Grab  a  pencil  and  a  dictionary- 
it's  crossword  time. 

26  Your  Money 

Why  it  pays  to  be  an  FFA  member. 

28  What's  Hot 

FFA  members  make  their  "hot" 
picks  for  everything  from  athletes 
to  school  food. 

30  Body  &  Soul 

Don't  let  drug  use  become  a 
part  of  your  life. 

32  Last  LaFP 

The  latest  jokes,  plus  the  Agrinuts 
go  on  an  FFA  chapter  camping  trip. 
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Win  one  of  Five  FREE 

Art  Scholarships 

Enter 
our  famous 
"Draw  Me" 


Contest 

$11,500  IN  PRIZES 
AWARDED  EACH  MONTH 

Five  scholarship  winners  will  receive  "Fundamentals  of  Art"- taught 
by  America's  leading  home-study  art  school.  Our  objective  is  to  find  pro- 
spective students  who  appreciate  art  and  like  to  draw.  Every  qualified 
entrant  receives  a  free  professional  estimate  of  his  or  her  drawing  skills. 
Our  students  and  professional  artists  are  not  eligible. Three  $25  cash  prizes 
for  the  best  drawings  from  entrants  age  12  and  13  will  also  be  awarded. 

CALL  1-800-635-8998  ext.  206 

FOR  THE  RULES  AND  YOUR  OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM  TODAY 

Art  Instruction  Schools 

Creating  Better  Artists  Since  1914 

©2002  Art  Instruction  Schools 


pFarmProgress 
You  know  us.. 

Magazines 

American  Agriculturist 

California  Farmer 

Carolina\Virginia  Farmer 

Dakota  Farmer 

The  Farmer  Minnesota 

Farmer-Stockman 

Kansas  Farmer 

Indiana  Prairie  Farmer 

Michigan  Farmer 

Mid-South  Farmer 

Missouri  Pluralist 

Nebraska  Farmer 

Ohio  Farmer 

Prairie  Farmer 

Southern  Farmer 

Wallaces  Farmer 

Western  Farmer-Stockman 

Wisconsin  Agriculturist 

Farm  Shows 

AgriLand  Expo 
Carolina  Farm  Show 
Farm  Progress  Hay  Expo 
Farm  Progress  Show 
The  Farmer-Stockman  Show 
Husker  Harvest  Days 
New  York  Farm  Show 
Oklahoma  Farm  Show 


Published  by  Farm  Progress 
on  behalf  of  the 
1  National  FFA  Organization 


FARM  PROGRESS  COMPANIES   191  South  Gary  Avenue  Carol  Stream,  IL  60188   630/462-2230  wuvuu.farmprogress.com 


A  Solid  Foundation 
A  Proud  Legacy 


We  salute  FFA's  founding  visionaries 
and  all  those  who  contributed 
to  its  success  during  the 
past  75  years. 


Tm 


One  Mission:  Student  Success 


Agriculture's  Information  Leader 


ffa  faces 


WANT  TO  SEE  YOURSELF, 

A  FRIEND  OR  YOUR 

ADVISOR  ON  THIS  PAGE? 

SEE  SUBMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS  BELOW. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


A  pack  for  your  back! 


FFA  FACES,  WILL  GIVE  EACH  FFA 
MEMBER  AND  ADVISOR  FEATURED 
ON  THIS  PAGE  A  HEAVY-DUTY  CHEV 
TRUCKS  BACKPACK.  TO  NOMINATE 
YOURSELF,  A  FRIEND  OR  YOUR 
ADVISOR,  MAIL  US  A  LETTER  THAT 
INCLUDES  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  YOUR 
NOMINEE:  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  GRADE, 
HONE  NUMBER,  FFA 
MIC  ACHIEVEMENTS, 


Adam  Jenke 

HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATE 

A  freshman  at  Sam  Houston 
State  University,  majoring  in 
agribusiness,  Adam  continues 
to  pursue  his  passion  for 
agriculture  with  a  strong  work 
ethic  and  dedication.  In  high 
school,  he  served  as  president 
of  the  Coldspring  FFA,  was  the 
class  valedictorian  and  won 
first  place  in  the  state  FFA 
environmental  proficiency 
award  program. 


Chelsie  Carley 

SENIOR 

When  she's  not  at  home 
tending  to  her  sheep,  heifers, 
and  dairy  goat,  she's  at 
school,  where  she's  president 
of  the  Centralia  FFA  Chapter. 
Named  her  chapter's  out- 
standing FFA  member  last  year, 
Chelsie  lives  up  to  that  honor 
by  competing  in  CDEs,  working 
hard  on  her  SAE  and  being  an 
FFA  leader.  * 


Nathan  Cenis 

JUNIOR 

A  member  of  the  Pathfinder 
FFA,  Nathan  loves  to  compete, 
especially  when  it  comes  to  FFA 
events  in  forestry,  landscape  or 
turf  management.  His  teams 
have  finished  first  in  state  CDE 
competitions  in  forestry  and 
soils.  As  an  individual,  he  has 
been  the  state  winner  in 
forestry  and  landscape/nursery. 
His  SAE  involves  work  at  a  local 
landscaping  company.^ 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

MISSISSIPPI 

June  Wetz 

SOPHOMORE 

This  Sturgis  FFA  member  is  a 
real  go-getter.  Last  year,  she 
had  the  best  freshman  SAE, 
was  runner-up  Star  Greenhand 
and  the  top  freshman  fruit 
salesperson.  She's  active  in 
such  CDEs  as  parliamentary 
procedure  and  horse  judging. 
|     For  her  SAE,  she's  involved  in 
£     bedding  plants  and  animal 
2      breeding.  > 


In  just  her  first  year  of  FFA, 
Jennifer  has  already  represent- 
ed the  Moundridge-Hesston 
FFA  in  state  FFA  dairy  judging 
and  public  speaking  competi- 
tions. During  the  chapter's 
"Day  on  the  Farm"  activity  for 
first  and  second  graders,  she 
and  a  friend  taught  hundreds 
of  youngsters  about  the  dairy 
process. 


A  member  of  the  Louisa  County 
Middle  School  FFA,  Elizabeth  is 
already  making  waves  in  the 
FFA.  Even  though  she's  not 
from  a  farm,  she's  already 
competed  twice  at  the  state 
FFA  livestock  judging  competi- 
tion. Last  year,  she  was  named 
outstanding  FFA  member  in 
her  chapter.  This  year,  she's 
chapter  president. 


Aaron  Bennett 

ADVISOR 

The  East  Marion  FFA  wouldn't 
be  what  it  is  without  Mr. 
Bennett.  For  years,  his  students 
have  succeeded  at  all  levels  of 
FFA  competition.  He's  taught 
them  to  work  hard  and  to  give 
back  to  the  community.  This 
year  alone,  they  have  built 
playground  equipment  and 
volunteered  for  the  Salvation 
Army.  1? 


FFA  Faces  is  brought  to  you  by  d^J  CHEVY  TRUCKS 
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Vortec  V8  with  455  Ib.-ft.  torque.  15,100-lb.  towing  capacity  with  the. available  Duramax"  Diesel  and  Allison" 

i.. 
1000  five-speed  automatic  with  300  hp,  520  Ib.-ft.  torque.  From  Chevy.  The  most  dependable, 

longest-lasting  trucks  on  the  road."  877-TH E  TRUCK  or  chevy.com/silverado 
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LIKE  A  ROCK 
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Amber  Haugland 

Central  region  vice  president 


What  is  your  dream  job 
in  agriculture? 

On  our  family  farm,  we  raised 
durum  wheat  and  Simmental 
cattle,  and  I  would  love  to 
continue  my  involvement  in 
production  agriculture. 
I  am  also  passionate  about 
educating  people  of  the 
importance  of  this  industry. 
Teaching  agricultural 
education  will  allow  me 
to  impact  students  and 
also  serve  this  industry. 

What's  your  most  memorable 
moment  as  an  FFA  member 
before  becoming  a  national 
FFA  officer? 

I'll  never  forget  the  day  I  was 
selected  FFA  state  star  farmer. 
I  had  spent  years  building  up 
my  SAE,  and  to  receive  such  a 
coveted  award  was  a  true 
honor.  I  realized  that  by  taking 
advantage  of  opportunities  in 
this  organization  and  working 
hard,  success  usually  follows. 


When  you  visit  FFA  chapters 
and  state  FFA  conventions, 
what's  your  message  to  FFA 
members? 

Whether  it  was  on  the  basket- 
ball court,  in  the  classroom  or 
as  a  part  of  FFA,  I  learned  the 
importance  of  believing  in 
myself.  All  too  often  we  listen 
to  critics  out  there  who  say  we 
can't  accomplish  our  goals 
and  dreams.  This  year  I  hope 
to  help  FFA  members  realize 
their  true  potential  and 
discover  that  they  can  do 
anything  if  they  first  believe. 
After  all,  I'm  just  a  girl  from 
Ambrose,  North  Dakota,  who 
had  the  courage  to  believe. 


Do  you  have  any  talents 
we  don't  know  about? 
I'm  a  professional 
auctioneer  working  in  our 
family  auction  company. 
I  also  love  singing  and 
playing  the  fiddle.  Put  those 
two  together  and  you've  got 


vital 


AMBROSE,  NORTH  DAKOTA 
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DIVIDE  COUNTY  FFA 

BUTCH  HAUGLAND  (THAT'S  AMBER'S  DAD) 
BEEF  AND  SHEEP  PRODUCTION  AND  SHOWMANSHIP, 
AGRICULTURAL  SALES  AND  SERVICE 

SOPHOMORE,  NORTH  DAKOTA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION 

STEVEN  CURTIS  CHAPMAN 

SPECIAL  K  (WITH  STRAWBERRIES) 
WE  WERE  SOLDIERS 


me  singing  and  fiddling 
"The  Auctioneer  Song". 

How  would  you  describe  your 
approach  to  liFe? 

have  come  to  realize  what's 
important  in  my  life-faith, 
family  and  agriculture-in  that 
order.  My  foundation  and 
strength  is  found  in  my  faith, 
with  my  support  system  being 
my  loving  family.  And  one 
thing  that  my  family  shares  is 
a  passion  for  agriculture  and 
the  values  embraced  in  this 
way  of  life.  * 


JOINED  FFA 

LOST  FFA  CHAPTER  CREED 

COMPETITION 

NAMED  FFA  CHAPTER 

STAR  GREENHAND 

ELECTED   FFA  CHAPTER 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
ELECTED  FFA 
CHAPTER  PRESIDENT 

RE-ELECTED  FFA  CHAPTER 
PRESIDENT 

FFA  STATE  PROFICIENCY  WINNER 

ELECTED  FFA  STATE  PRESIDENT 

SELECTED   FFA  STATE 
STAR  FARMER 

NATIONAL  SEMI-FINALIST 
IN  FFA  EXTEMPORANEOUS 
PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

FFA  STATE  PROFICIENCY  WINNER 

EARNED  AMERICAN  FFA  DEGREE 


is  getting 

UNLEASHED! 

The  CMA  Male  Vocalist 

of  the  Year  is  back  with  his 

best  album  ever! 


Featuring 

burtesy  of  the  Red, 
White  and  Blue 

(The  Angry  American)" 

Get  UNLEASHED  atTARGET 
on  TOBY  TUESDAY 


fij^*  America  Online  Keyword:  Toby  Ke 

www.tobykeith.com 

www.  dreamworksnashville .  com 
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oF  their  own 


FFA  New  Horizons  editor  Erich  Gaukel  recently 
visited  the  FFA  chapter  at  the  West  Virginia 
School  for  the  Deaf.  He  wanted  to  see  how 
an  FFA  chapter,  whose  members  are  deaf 
or  hard-of-hearing,  gets  along  in  a 
world  where  most  people  can  hear 


From  the  time  I  became 
editor  of  this  magazine  in 
1996  until  this  spring,  I 
had  visited  FFA  chapters  and 
members  in  at  least  25  states. 
In  all  that  time,  I  hadn't  once 
been  to  a  high  school  where  an 
agriculture  teacher  taught  in  a 
language  other  than  English. 

Then  I  visited  the  West 
Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf, 
where  teachers  use  American 
Sign  Language  (ASL),  a  visual 
language  based  on  a  series  of 
hand  signs  and  gestures.  To 
most  hearing  people,  ASL  is  a 
foreign  language  because  it 
bears  no  resemblance  to 
English.  Like  any  language, 
it  has  its  own  characters  and 
rules  of  grammar. 

To  understand  how  FFA 
members  and  advisors  at 
the  West  Virginia  School  for 
the  Deaf  communicate,  it's 


important  that  you  know  the 
difference  between  deaf  and 
hard-of-hearing. 

According  to  the  National 
Association  of  the  Deaf  (NAD), 
the  term  "deaf"  generally 
refers  to  "those  who  are 
unable  to  hear  well  enough  to 
rely  on  their  hearing  and  use 
it  as  a  means  of  processing 
information."  "Hard-of- 
hearing,"  on  the  other  hand, 
refers  to  "those  who  have 
some  hearing,  are  able  to 
use  it  for  communication  pur- 
poses, and  who  feel  reason- 
ably comfortable  doing  so." 

This  school  serves  both 
deaf  and  hard-of-hearing 
students,  so  the  teachers  tend 
to  speak  English  and  sign  ASL 
simultaneously. 

Many  of  the  hard-of-hear- 
ing students  use  both  English 
and  ASL  when  communicating 

*D  D.J.  CHRISTY,  WEST  VIRGINIA  SCHOOL  FOR  TH 


with  friends  and  teachers. 
Deaf  students  are  much 
more  reliant  on  ASL,  and 
there's  a  very  good  reason 
for  that-it's  extremely 
difficult  to  learn  a 
language  that  you  have 
never  heard.  Imagine 
yourself  trying  to  learn 
a  language-say, 
Chinese-without  given 
the  opportunity  to 
ever  hear  it  spoken. 
That's  what  deaf 
people  face  when 
trying  to  learn 
English. 

On  the  campus 
I  arrived  at  the 
high  school,  one  of 
many  buildings  on 
the  campus,  at 
around  8  a.m.  on  a 
Thursday.  With  the 


SCHOOL  FOR 


state's  School  for  the  Blind 
next  door,  the  place  has  the 
feel  of  small  college.  Diagonal 
sidewalks  bisect  manicured 
lawns  and  lead  to  a  series  of 
brick  buildings. 

When  I  got  to  the  agricul- 
ture classroom,  I  initially  felt 
a  little  uncomfortable  because 
everyone  was  using  ASL-a 
foreign  language  to  me-to 
communicate  with  one  another. 
As  I  met  some  of  the  students 
who  spoke  English  and  could 
serve  as  translators  between 
me  and  those  using  ASt,  I 
became  more  comfortable 
and  started  to  learn  about 
them  and  their  FFA  chapter. 

Edgar  Leatherman,  the 
FFA  advisor  who  founded  the 
FFA  program  here  back  in  1983, 
started  my  visit  by  asking 
some  of  his  older  students- 
Corey  Grace,  Mindy  Spencer, 
D.J.  Christy,  Holly  Romanello 
and  Carolyn  Rockow-to  give 
me  a  run  through  of  their  FFA 
activities  throughout  the  year. 
So  Corey  fired  up  the  class- 
room computer  and  opened 
up  the  first  of  several 
PowerPoint  presentations 
created  by  the  FFA  members. 

A  successful  year 
With  Mindy  translating  others' 
ASL  into  English  for  me,  I  got 
a  good  feel  for  the  things  they 
had  achieved  during  the  last 
several  months. 

D.J.  showed  me  highlights 
from  their  trip  to  the  2001 
National  FFA  Convention.  The 
presentation  showed  photos 
of  the  FFA  career  show  and 
other  convention  events, 
including  an  FFA  dance.  I 
asked  them  how  they  could 
hear  the  music  they  were 
dancing  to.  The  hard-of- 
hearing  students  said  they 
could  hear  at  least  some  of 
I      the  music,  while  the  deaf 
I      students  told  me  that  even 
£      though  they  couldn't  hear  the 
It      music,  they  could  feel  it. 


Holly,  Corey  and  Carolyn 
then  walked  me  through  other 
presentations  on  some  chapter 
activities,  including  a  trip  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show, 
the  making  of  467  jars  of 
candy  apple  jam  and  the 
processing  of  a  hog.  They  also 
talked  about  the  chapter  trip 
to  the  state  CDE  competitions, 
to  which  they  sent  teams  to 
compete  in  the  dairy  and 
forestry  competitions. 

Overcoming  a  challenge 
Afterward  I  asked  these 
FFA  members  if  they  felt  like 
they  faced  a  big  challenge 
when  competing  against  FFA 
chapters  whose  members  can 
hear.  It  is  a  challenge,  they 
agreed,  but  they  overcome 
it  by  working  harder  and 
practicing  a  lot. 

They  also  seem  to  over- 
come challenges  by  bonding 
with  each  other.  There's  a 
strong  sense  of  family  among 
these  FFA  members.  Part  of 
that  can  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  they  have  their  own 
language.  Part  of  it  also  can 
be  attributed  to  the  college- 
like atmosphere  at  their 
school.  Most  of  these  stu- 
dents, except  those  whose 
families  happen  to  reside 
nearby,  have  roommates  and 
live  in  dormitories.  Like  other 
FFA  members,  they  like  music, 
they  play  sports,  they  wear 
clothes  from  Old  Navy,  they 
date,  they  joke  around  and 
they  just  hang  out  together. 

On  this  particular  day,  they 
were  looking  forward  to  the 
FFA  chapter  banquet  that 
evening,  followed  the  next 
day  by  a  trip  home.  This 
was  the  last  day  of  classes 
before  spring  break.  As 
a  result,  many  of  the 
students'  parents  were 
on  their  way  to  the  school 
to  attend  the  banquet  and 
pick  up  their  kids  for  a  week's 
vacation  at  home. 


After  a  busy  afternoon 
in  the  greenhouse,  where 
students  watered,  planted 
and  performed  other  chores, 
the  school  day  ended  and 
students  hustled  back  to 
the  dorms  to  get  ready  for 
the  banquet. 

Big  night 

It  being  late  March,  spring's 
warm  air  had  already  arrived 
in  Romney.  The  fading  sun 
radiated  a  warm  glow  on 
the  heavily  wooded  hills  sur- 
rounding the  school's  campus. 

At  the  door  to  the  building 
where  the  banquet  was  held, 
FFA  members  beckoned  guests 
inside,  where  they  took  seats 
at  long  tables.  Among  the 
attendees:  FFA  members, 
their  families,  local  business 
partners,  advisors  from  neigh- 
boring FFA  chapters,  School 
for  the  Deaf  staff  and  state 
FFA  officer  Amy  Roomsburg. 

Amy,  on  hand  as  a  guest 
speaker,  is  from  the  area 
and  knows  this  school  and 
its  students  well.  As  we  ate 
dinner  before  the  awards, 
she  told  me  it's  incredible 
what  these  FFA  members 
have  accomplished. 

Mr.  Leatherman  handed 
out  many  well-deserved 
awards  that  night.  As  he 
did,  I  could  tell  that  he 
felt  a  special  sense  of 
pride  in  his  students. 


As  a  hard-of-hearing  person 
himself,  he  knows  the 
challenges  his  students  face 
during  the  course  of  the 
school  year. 

And,  as  a  strong  proponent 
of  FFA,  he  also  knows  that 
their  involvement  in  FFA  has 
given  these  FFA  members  the 
tools  they'll  need  to 
succeed. it 

s > 

'  Did  you  know? 

MORE  THAN  28  MILLION 
AMERICANS  ARE  DEAF  OR 
HARD-OF-HEARING. 

AMERICAN  SIGN   LANGUAGE  (ASL) 
IS  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  WIDELY 
USED  LANGUAGES  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES.  USED  PRIMARILY  BY 
DEAF  AND  HARD-OF-HEARING 
AMERICANS  AND  CANADIANS,  ASL 
ALSO  IS  USED  BY  HEARING  CHIL- 
DREN OF  DEAF  PARENTS,  HEARING 
SIBLINGS  AND  RELATIVES  OF  THE 
DEAF  AND  HEARING  ADULTS  WHO 
ARE  BECOMING  DEAF. 

ASL  IS  A  VISUAL  LANGUAGE. 
IT  HAS  ITS  OWN  GRAMMATICAL 
RULES  AND  SEMANTICS. 

THERE  ARE  APPROXIMATELY 
250,000  TO  500,000  ASL  USERS 
IN  U.S.  AND  CANADA.  MOST  OF 
THEM   USE  ASL  AS  THEIR  PRIMARY 
LANGUAGE. 

AT  LEAST  35  STATES  HAVE 
RECOGNIZED  ASL  AS  A  MODERN 
LANGUAGE  FOR  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

sources:  the  national  institutes  of 
health  (www.nidcd.nih.gov/)  and  the 
the  national  association  of  the  deaf 
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ENJOY         OUR         SPORT 

The  Future  is  in  Your  Hands, 


Winchester  Ammunition  has  always 
taken  a  leading  role  in  advancing  and 
supporting  hunter  education,  safety 
and  wildlife  conservation  programs. 

As  we  enter  a  new  century, 
Winchester  encourages  young 
people  from  all  walks  of  life 
to  enjoy  and  contribute 
to  our  nation's  proud 
shooting  sports 
heritage  in  a  safe 
and  responsible 
manner. 


Always  respect  the  environment,  the 
rights  of  others  and  the  safety  of  all. 

Remember,  the  future  of  the  shooting 
sports  is  in  your  hands. 

For  more  information  on  hunter 

and  firearms  safety,  contact 

your  local  Conservation 

Department  or  visit  the 

National  Shooting  Sports 

Foundation  website  at 

www.nssf.org. 
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AMMUNITION 


©  2001  Winchester/Olin  Corporation,  Inc.  East  Alton,  Illinois  62024 
Visit  Our  Website  @  www.winchester.com 


In  the  business  of  agriculture, 
effective  communication 
is  vital  to  the  success  of 
corporations,  small  businesses, 
organizations  and  government 
agencies. 


Graphic  designer 

Using  their  background  and 
training  in  visual  communica- 
tion, graphic  designers  work 
with  writers  to  develop  artistic 
strategy  for  websites,  advertis- 
ing campaigns,  magazines  and 
more.  They  secure  appropriate 
photography  and  illustrations 
and  oversee  projects  through 
the  entire  process,  from  rough 
sketches  to  final  production. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  art,  design  or  a  related  field. 
High  school  classes  in  agricul- 
ture and  art  are  recommended. 

RELATED   FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Agricultural  communications 

CDEandSAE. 

salary:  Ranges  from  $30,000 

to  $70,000. 

employers:  Agribusinesses, 

publishing  companies, 

advertising  agencies, 

government  agencies. 

more  information: 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

job  description: 

http://stats.bls.gov/oco/ 

0cos09o.htm 


OH  OK 


Extension  agent 

Serving  as  advisors  and 
problem  solvers,  extension 
agents  must  possess  a  thorough 
understanding  of  agriculture, 
the  environment  and  rural  life. 
They  share  knowledge  through 
lectures,  workshops,  county 
fairs  and  visits  to  farms,  homes 
and  businesses.  They  also 
communicate  via  e-mail, 
phone,  mail,  fax  and  online 
bulletin  boards.  As  u-H  leaders, 
they  organize  youth  agricultural 
and  leadership  activities. 
education:  Depending  on 
the  position,  a  four-year  or 
master's  degree  is  required 
in  agricultural  education, 
family  and  consumer  science 
or  a  related  field.  High  school 
classes  in  agriculture  are 
recommended. 

RELATED   FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Agricultural  communications, 
Agricultural  issues  forum  and 
Farm  business  management 
CDEs;  Agricultural 
communications  SAE. 

salary:  Ranges  from  $25,000 

to  $55,000. 

employers:  Universities, 

state  research  stations. 

more  information:  Search 

for  "agricultural  extension 

specialist"  at  the 

FFA  Ag  Career  Database: 

www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


Here  are  8  careers  where  you  can  communicate  about  agriculture 


Public  relations 
specialist 

Corporations  and  organizations 
rely  on  public  relations 
specialists  to  maintain  a 
positive  relationship  with  the 
public.  Thus,  it  is  important 
that  these  professionals 
understand  their  organizations' 
purposes  and  goals.  Then, 
using  their  expertise  in 
communications,  they  prepare 
press  releases,  speeches, 
presentations,  videos, 
newsletters,  websites  and 
annual  reports. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  public  relations,  agricultural 
communications  or  liberal  arts 
is  required.  High  school  classes 
in  agriculture  and  journalism 
are  recommended. 

RELATED   FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Agricultural  communications, 
Public  speaking  and  Agricultural 
issue  forum  CDEs;  Agricultural 
communications  SAE. 
salary:  Ranges  from  $22,000 
to  $70,000. 

employers:  Agribusinesses, 
organizations,  advertising 
agencies,  public  relations  firms. 
more  information:  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  job  descrip- 
tion: http://stats.bls.gov/ 
oco/ocoso86.htm 


Agriculture  teacher 

Middle  and  high  school  agri- 
culture teachers  hold  the  future 
of  agriculture  in  their  hands. 
They  provide  the  spark  of 
interest  in  young  people  that 
can  ignite  a  passion  for  the 
agriculture  industry.  By  devel- 
oping hands-on  programs, 
curriculum  and  activities  for 
their  students,  they  don't  just 
tell  young  people  how  some- 
thing works-they  show  them 
how  it  works. 

education:  A  four-year  or  mas- 
ter's degree  in  agricultural 
education  or  a  related  field  is 
required.  High  school  classes  in 
agriculture  are  recommended. 
related  ffa  programs:  Any 
SAE  or  CDE  that  matches  your 
interests  will  help  prepare  you 
(see  www.ffa.org/programs/  for 
a  complete  list). 
salary:  Ranges  from  $20,000 
to  $52,000. 

employers:  High  schools  and 
middle  schools. 
more  information:  The 
National  FFA  Organization 
website  has  a  special  section 
just  for  students  interested 
in  teaching  agriculture: 
www.ffa.org/careers/aged/ 
index.html 


Journalist 

A  journalist  for  a  magazine  or 
newspaper  is  a  communicator 
who  is  able  to  transform  notes, 
interviews  and  bits  of  informa- 
tion into  a  cohesive  story  that's 
appealing  and  easily  under- 
stood by  that  publication's 
readers.  To  be  an  effective  jour- 
nalist, you  must  be  good  with 
words,  but  you  must  also  have 
an  understanding  of  agriculture 
and  the  trends  and  events  that 
affect  it. 

education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  agricultural  communications, 
journalism  or  liberal  arts  is 
required.  High  school  classes  in 
agriculture,  journalism  and 
photography  are  recommended. 

RELATED   FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Agricultural  communications 

CDE  and  SAE. 

salary:  Ranges  from  $20,000 

to  $55,000. 

employers:  Agricultural  maga- 
zines and  newspapers. 
more  information:  Search  for 
"magazine  writer"  at  the 
National  FFA  Organization  Ag 
Career  Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


Marketing  manager 

These  professionals  use  their 
knowledge  of  the  agricultural 
business  to  develop  strategies 
for  getting  customers  to  buy 
their  companies'  products  or 
services.  Using  research  and  all 
available  information  about 
customers,  competitors,  mar- 
kets and  demand,  they  develop 
marketing  plans  and  work  with 
their  staff  and  outside  agencies 
to  carry  them  out. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  business,  marketing,  agricul- 
tural economics  or  a  related 
field  is  required.  High  school 
classes  in  agriculture  and 
business  are  recommended. 
related  ffa  programs: 
Agricultural  communications 
and  marketing  plan 
CDEs;  Agricultural 
communications  SAE. 
salary:  $29,000  to  $46,000 
employers:  Agribusinesses, 
marketing  agencies. 
more  information:  Search  for 
"marketing  manager"  at  the 
National  FFA  Organization 
Ag  Career  Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


Broadcaster 

Radio  and  television  broadcast- 
ers wear  many  hats,  especially 
in  small  stations  in  rural  areas. 
They  do  research  and  interviews 
for  stories,  present  news  on  the 
air  and  work  in  the  technical 
side  of  the  process,  which 
involves  editing  and  producing 
news  segments.  Some  broad- 
casters also  operate  transmitters 
and  sell  advertising  time  to 
sponsors. 

education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  journalism,  broadcasting  or 
liberal  arts  is  required.  High 
school  classes  in  agriculture, 
journalism  and  photography 
are  recommended. 

RELATED   FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Agricultural  communications 
CDE  and  SAE 

salary:  Ranges  from  $22,000  to 
$100,000. 

employers:  Television  and  radio 
stations,  audio  and  video  pro- 
duction companies. 
more  information:  Search 
for  "broadcaster"  at  the 
National  FFA  Organization 
Ag  Career  Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


College  teacher 

College  agriculture  teachers 
instruct  students  who,  for  the 
most  part,  have  committed  to  a 
major  in  an  agriculture-related 
field.  To  teach  at  the  college 
level,  instructors  are  usually 
required  to  have  a  master's 
degree  in  a  particular  field  of 
study.  In  addition  to  classroom 
teaching,  college  instructors 
frequently  perform  research 
and  advise  students. 

education:  A  master's  degree  is 
usually  required  in  your  field  of 
interest.  High  school  classes  in 
agriculture  are  recommended. 

related  ffa  programs: 
Agricultural  communications 
and  other  CDEs  and  SAEs  related 
to  your  intended  field  of  study. 
sALARY:Ranges  from  $25,000 
to  $60,000. 

employers:  Universities, 
colleges,  community  colleges. 

more  information:  Search 
for  "college  teacher"  at  the 
National  FFA  Organization 
Ag  Career  Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


HAVE  A  CAREER  QUEST.ON? 

SEND  IT  TO".  * 

CAREER  Q&A 

FFA  NEW  HORIZONS 

P.O.  BOX  68960  60 


Read  all  about  it! 


INFORMATION  SOURCES  INCLUDE  THE  WEBSITES  AND 
PUBLICATIONS  LISTED  THROUGHOUT  THE  ARTICLE. 

ILLUSTRATION  BY  PATTY  O'FRIEL 


CHECK  YOUR  LIBRARY  FOR  THESE  BOOKS  THAT  HAVE 
MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  CAREERS  IN  AGRICULTURE 
AND  SCIENCE. 


THE  AMERICAN  ALMANAC  OF  JOBS  AND 
SALARIES  BY  JOHN  WRIGHT 

OCCUPATIONAL  OUTLOOK  HANDBOOK 
BY  THE  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS 

WEBSITES 

FFA  CAREER  CENTER 

THE  NATIONAL  FFA  ORGANIZATION 

AGRICULTURAL  CAREERS  DATABASE 

WWW.FFA.ORG/CAREERS/INDEX.HTML 


national  agricultural  communicators  of  tomorrow  (act) 
an  organization  for  college  students  who  have  a  professional 
interest  in  the  field  of  communications  related  to  agriculture. 
http://natact.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

agricultural  communicators  in  education  (ace) 

an  international  association  of  communicators  and  information 

technologists  in  education,  government  and  research. 

www.aceweb.org 

national  association  of  farm  broadcasters  (nafb) 
a  national  association  of  television,  radio  and 
internet  farm  broadcasters. 
www.nafb.com 

national  agri-marketing  association  (nama) 

a  national  association  of  professionals  in  marketing 

communications,  public  relations,  product  management, 

or  sales  in  the  agribusiness  industry. 

www.nama.org 

occupational  outlook  handbook 

the  u.s.  bureau  of  labor  statistics'  career  database 

http://stats.bls.gov/oco/home.htm 


Career  Q&A 


DONNA  KISSELBACK,  AN  FFA  MEMBER  FROM 
ELIZABETHTOWN,   PENNSYLVANIA,   WRITES: 

IS  IT  POSSIBLE  TO  FIND  OR  START  A  CAREER  AT  THE  AGE  OF  15? 
BECAUSE  I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  START  NOW  IF  I  COULD.  I  AM  REALLY 
INTO  MY  AG  CLASS  AT  SCHOOL.   MY  AG  TEACHER,   MR.   ERIKSON, 

IS  THE  BEST  TEACHER,  AND   HE  HAS  SHOWN  AND  TAUGHT  ME 
A  LOT  THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR.  AND  THAT  IS  WHAT  IS 
ENCOURAGING   ME  TO  DO  THINGS  INVOLVING  AGRICULTURE, 
SUCH  AS   LANDSCAPING. 


FFA  NEW  HORIZONS  SAYS: 
DONNA, YOUR  STRONG   INTEREST  IN  AGRICULTURE  IS  A 
VALUABLE  ASSET.  WITH   IT,  YOU   HAVE  THE  KEY  INGREDIENT  FOR 
SUCCESS  IN  THE  MANY  FFA  PROGRAMS  THAT  CAN  START  YOU  ON  A 
CAREER  PATH.   EVEN  THOUGH  YOU'RE  ONLY  15  AND  SEVERAL  YEARS 
AWAY  FROM   ESTABLISHING  A  FULL-TIME  CAREER,   NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO 
START  A  SUPERVISED  AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIENCE  PROGRAM  (SAE>  IN 
LANDSCAPING   OR  ANOTHER  AREA  OF  INTEREST.  YOU   CAN  START  YOUR 
OWN   ENTERPRISE  OR  WORK  FOR  SOMEONE  ELSE.  WITH  THE  GUIDANCE 
OF  YOUR  FFA  ADVISOR,  YOU  WILL  LEARN  A  LOT  ABOUT  THE  BUSINESS 
AND   MAKE  YOURSELF  ELIGIBLE  FOR  PROFICIENCY  AWARDS.  WHILE 
YOU'RE  AT  IT,  TRY  YOUR  HAND  AT  A  CAREER  DEVELOPMENT  EVENT 
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Get  in  on  the  Action! 


C 


We  want  to  know  about  your  chapter's 
activities.  Grab  those  photos  from  your  recent 
events — fundraisers,  community  service 
projects,  special  events,  etc. — and  put  them 
in  an  envelope,  along  with  a  qu ii 
write-up  with  all  the  essenti; 
details:  who,  what,  when, 
where,  why  and  how.  Put 
a  stamp  on  it  and  mail  it 
to  us  today  (our  address 
is  on  page  2.) 
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A  snapshot  of  the  U.S.  floriculture  industry  and  its  career  options 
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"The  floral  industry  goes  way  beyond 
what  you  see  at  your  local  florist. 
You  can  work  retail  if  you  want, 
but  there  are  artistic  and  scientific 
sides  to  the  business  as  well." 

-  Karen  Yoho,  Society  of  American  Florists 


t's  been  said  that  the 

world's  most  versatile  gift, 
•  suitable  for  all  occasions, 
is  a  bouquet  of  flowers.  And 
who  could  disagree?  Lovers 
swap  flowers  on  Valentine's 
Day.  Mothers  get  flowers  on 
Mother's  Day.  Flowers  are  a 
way  for  someone  to  say, 
among  other  things,  "I'm 
sorry,"  "Congratulations," 
"Get  well  soon,"  or  "I  miss 
you."  Need  a  gift  for  grand- 
ma? Want  to  please  your  prom 
date?  Don't  forget  the  flowers. 

It's  no  wonder,  then,  that 
the  U.S.  floriculture  industry- 
the  business  of  growing  and 

ling  flowers-is  blossoming 

ike  a  field  of  spring  daisies. 

"hanks  to  sales  of  everything 

from  fresh-cut  lilies  to  potted 

petunias,  the  industry  is  now 

worth  nearly  $19  billion  annually. 

And  there's  more  good 
news-at  least,  that  is,  if 
you've  got  a  nose  for  the  job. 
Experts  say  there  currently 
aren't  enough  new  people 
entering  the  floral  industry  to 
meet  the  demand.  In  other 
words,  if  you're  thinking 
about  potentially  promising 
careers,  floriculture  should 
make  your  list. 


"The  floral  industry  goes  way 


beyond  what  you  see  at  yo 
local  florist,"  says  Karen 
Yoho,  spokesperson  for  the 
Society  of  American  Florists. 
"You  can  work  retail  if  you 
want,  but  there  are  artistic 
and  scientific  sides  to  the 
business  as  well." 

On  the  growing  end  are 
the  farmers,  of  course,  but 
there's  also  a  slew  of  experts 
who  work  behind  the  scenes: 
the  research  scientists,  pest- 
management  professionals 
and  others  who  spend 
countless  hours  exploring 
the  new  biological  and  com- 
puter-based technologies 
that  spell  the  future  of  crop 
management  and  produc- 
tion. "These  are  the  people 
who  make  it  happen," 
says  Yoho. 

In  many  small  greenhouse 
operations,  sales  are  made 
directly  on  site.  The  process 
is  quite  simple,  as  plants  are 
grown,  potted  and  sold  to 
the  consumer  all  in  one 
place  and  by  the  same  people. 

For  the  most  part,  howe~ 
er,  floriculture  works  on  a 
larger  scale,  with  farmers 
growing  plants  in  one  part 
of  the  country  and  retailers 
selling  them  from  another. 
Linking  the  farmers  to  the 
retailers  are  the  wholesalers. 


From  Field  to  flower  pot 


men.  Their  job,  to  move  plants 
from  production  to  the  retail 
segment,  sounds  basic 
enough.  But,  in  reality,  the 
wholesaler  is  responsible  for 
many  of  the  most  critical 
moments  in  a  plant's  perilous 
journey  from  field  to  flower 
pot-everythingfrom  keeping 
flowers  alive  during  shipping 
to  dealing  with  customs  and 
tariffs  on  imports  and  exports. 

Once  the  flowers  make  it  to 
the  retailers,  the  artistic 
aspect  of  the  industry  comes 
into  play.  Floral  designers 
specialize  in  making  unique 
arrangements  to  complement 
any  occasion  or  setting.  They 
might  create  a  funeral  piece 
one  day,  then  turn  around  to 
spice  up  a  graduation  party 
the  next. 

Landscaping  professionals, 
on  the  other  hand,  use  flow- 
ers and  other  plants  to  bring 
life  to  both  indoor  and 
outdoor  environments. 


Great  summer  job 


di^u  iiiLiuuc^  ciuiy-icvel  jobs 

for  salespeople,  maintenance 
workers  and  others,  making 
this  part  of  the  industry  an 


ideal  starting  point  for  anyone 
interested  in  learning  more- 
especially  high  school 
students.  "Working  part  time 
at  a  retail  florist  makes  for  a 
really  easy  and  rewarding 
summer  job,"  says  Yoho. 
"Plus  it's  a  great  way  to 
a  feel  for  the  business." 

Floriculture,  obviously, 
is  not  for  just  anyone. 
Depending  where  you  step 
in,  it  takes  a  certain  type, 
whether  it's  creative,  scientific 
or  just  plain  hardworking. 
On  the  other  hand,  few  would 
contest  the  fact  that  flowers- 
roses,  tulips,  begonias,  you 
name  it-work  for  almost 
everybody.  And  until  that's  no 
longer  true,  the  floral  industry 
is  bound  to  bloom. 


Career  outlook 

,F  YOU  THINK  A  CAREER  IN 
UuaURE^HTBEEO 
VOU    OR  IF  YOU'RE  STUl  NOT 

S0UF  AM  mCANFL0RISTS  WEBSITE 
S,«W.SAFN0«.0R6)  AND  FUP 
THROUGH  THEIR  "CAREER 

r».«»  "»""""""""'"• 

lNTERNSH.PS  AT  THE.RWB.it, 
(WWW.END0WMENT.ORG). 


Reasons  why  you  should 
attend  the  75th  National 
FFA  Convention 
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delegates:  the  national 

f»  DELEGATES,  WHO  W.L 

BE  IMPLEMENTING  THE 
"RST  PHASE  OF  A  NEW 

DELEGATE  PROCESS  THIS 
YEAR,  ALWAYS  COME  UP 

REC0HMTMH°UGHT-PR0V0«'N6 
RECOMMENDATIONS  AND 
DEBATES.  NON-DELEGATES 
CAN  OBSERVE  SOM  EOF 
THE  MEETINGS. 


FOOD".  WHETHER  YOU'RE 
MUNCHING  ON  AN  ICE  CREAM 
CONE  OR  BARBECUE  PORK 
SANDWICH  AT  THE  FFA  FOOD 
COURT,  OR  YOU'RE  AT  ONE  OF 
LOUISVILLE'S  FINE  RESTAU- 
RANTS, YOU  WON'T  LEAVE 
TOWN  HUNGRY. 
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MCALP.NE  LOCK  AND  DANT. 
AND  DAM. 


Gt0eAi.  wii»r     THe  FfiH 


WANT  TO  LEARN  HOW  TO 
BE  A  LEADER?  THEN  GO  TO 
LOUISVILLE,  WHERE  YOU'LL 

FIND  FFA  LEADERS, 
AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRY 
LEADERS  AND  LEADERSHIP 

...nni/CUnD^ 
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°0N       ^FSSION  WITH  CONVEN- 
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Tnterta-n.ng  SHOWS  w.u 

LEAVE  YOU  WANTING  MORE. 
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CHECK  OUT  THE  HOME 
°F  A  MAN  WHO  HAS 

1.IOO  PATENTS  TO  H,S 

NAME.  MUSEUM 

INCLUDES  EDISON 

INVENTIONS  AND 

MEMORABILIA. 
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LEAVE  THE  FFA  CAREER 
SHOW  EMPTY-HANDED. 
SlTORS  BRING  LOADS 
S  GOODS  TO  GIVEAWAY- 
PENS,  MUGS,  LAPEL 
PINS,  CALENDARS, 
NOTEPADS,  CAPS, 
PATCHES,  CANDY 
AND  MORE. 
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AND  NATIONAL  FFA  OFFERS 
DU«'NG  CONVENTION  ESs 
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THE  LATEST  FFA 
MERCHANDISE 
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!^^H         NEED 

NEW  BOOTS,  CAMERA 
FILM,  WESTERN  APPAREL, 
MUSIC  COS  OR  TOY 
TRACTORS?  YOU'LL  FIND 
ALL  THAT  AND  MORE  AT 
THE  FFA  SHOPPING  MALL. 
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Find  detailed  National 
FFA  Convention  information 
atwww.ffa.org 
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THOUSANDS  OF  OTHER  FFA 

YOURSELF. 
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THE  AWARDING  OF  THE 
H  0.  SARGENT  AWARD,  WHICH 
RECOGNIZES  FFA  MEMBERS  AND 
NON-MEMBERS  WHO  ARE  ACTIVE 
IN  SUPPORTING  AND  RECOGNIZ- 
ING CULTURAL  DIVERSITY. 
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KENTUCKY  HARVEST;  FFA 
MEMBERS  TEAM  UP  WITH  A 
°«L  FOOD  BANK  TO  COLLECT 
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the  Louisville  area. 
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TO  PERSONAL  GROWTH. 


c  ur  THE  LEARNING  AND 
FUN  FOR  YOUR  FFA  ADVISOR. 
WORKSHOPS  ARE  AVAILABLE 
FOR  AGRICULTURE  TEACHERS, 
SO  ENCOURAGE  YOUR 
ADVISOR  TO  ATTEND. 
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To  celebrate  FFA's  75th  anniversary,  watch  for 
this  special  page  in  the  next  eight  issues  of 
FFA  New  Horizons.  We'll  feature  FFA  member 
essays,  an  ongoing  timeline  of  FFA  history 
and  quotes  from  prominent  former  FFA  members. 


©%©       I 


FFA  timeline 

PRESIDENT  WOODROW 
WILSON  SIGNS  THE 
SMITH-HUGHES  ACT, 
WHICH  OPENED  THE  DOOR 
TO  THE  FORMATION  OF 
A  NATIONWIDE  PROGRAM 
OF  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 
IN  AGRICULTURE. 

THE  FUTURE  FARMERS 
OF  AMERICA  (NOW  KNOWN  AS 
THE  NATIONAL  FFA  ORGANIZATION) 
IS  FOUNDED   IN   KANSAS  CITY, 
MISSOURI. 


DELEGATES  TO 
THE  NATIONAL  FFA 
CONVENTION  ADOPT  THE 
FFA  CREED,  CREATED 
BY  E.M.  TIFFANY,  A 
TEACHER  EDUCATOR 
FROM  WISCONSIN. 


ED/TOR'S  NOT 
AMERICA.  IN  Vt 
REJECTS  THE  NEW' 
-IANGE  THE  OFF 


What  a  prominent  Former  FFA  member 
has  to  say  about  his  FFA  experience: 


DELEGATES  TO  THE 
NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION 
VOTE  TO  MAKE  THE  DISTINCTIVE 
FFA  BLUE  JACKET  PART  OF  OFFICIAL 
FFA  DRESS.  THE  JACKET  DIDN'T 
CATCH  ON  WITH  FFA  MEMBERS 
UNTIL  19314.,  WHEN   MEMBERS  OF 
THE  UTAH  STATE  FFA  BAND 
SHOWED  UP  AT  THE  NATIONAL 
FFA  CONVENTION  SPORTING 
THE  JACKETS. 

FFA  MEMBERSHIP  CLIMBS 
TO  OVER  100,000  WITH  NEARLY 
14., 000  CHAPTERS. 

THIS  TIMELINE  CONTINUES 
IN  OUR  NEXT  ISSUE. 


"I  would  not  be  in  Congress  if  it  wasn't  for  the  FFA. 
It  developed  my  interest  in  politics,  gave  me  a 
better  understanding  of  government  procedures 
and  an  enthusiasm  for  service.  .  .  .  The  leadership  skills 
I  developed  and  the  values  that  were  enhanced  during 
my  FFA  years  have  provided  concrete  results  in  my  life." 

UNITED  STATES  SENATOR  SAM  BROWNBACK,  A  FORMER  FFA 
MEMBER  FROM   KANSAS  WHO  SERVED  ON  THE  1976-1977 
NATIONAL  FFA  OFFICER  TEAM. 


IMAGES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  IUPUI  UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY  SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS  AND  ARCHIVES 
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Conventional  Wisdom 

All  about  the  national  FFA  convention  this  fall.  See  you  there! 


Across 

i     McCullough  (speaker  at  the 

FFA  convention) 

6     Without  cost,  like  lots  of 
stuff  at  the  FFA  convention 

10   Does  some  math 

ii»   Catch (get  sick) 

15  Rod  and (fishing  equipment) 

16   moss 

17  Kentucky  city  where  the 
FFA  convention  will  be  held 

19" It's big  misunderstanding!" 

20  One  of  four  on  a  car 

21  Baseball  great  Ron 

22  workshops  (FFA  convention 

highlight) 

21*  Raggedy (kind  of  doll) 

25  Word  of  respect  to  a  woman 

26  When  a  group  gets  together  to 
talk:  abbr. 

27  Men  of  the  house,  for  short 

28  " Breaky  Heart" 

31    Fore's  opposite,  on  a  ship 
3U  Something  else 

37  Woodwind  instrument 

38  Mix  in  the  pot,  as 
spaghetti  sauce 

39  The  thing  being  pointed  at 

i*o  One  of  the  FFA  officers  who  will 
be  giving  a  retiring  address  at  the 
convention 

m" done  it!" 

1.2  Story 

1*3   Don  of  the  Orlando  Magic 

i*i*  Famed  railroad  man Jones 

i*5  Wise  bird 

£>6  It's  carried  by  a  chromosome 

i*7   Meowing  type 

i*8  Have  to  pay,  as  bills 

50  Candy  amount 

51   standstill  (stopped) 


5i*  You  may  get  one  for  finding 
a  lost  pet 

57  Get  ready  to  fire  a  gun 

58  Person  who's  "too  good" 
for  everyone  else 

59  Did  great  on,  as  a  test 

60  Former  Boston  Celtics  and 
Kentucky  Wildcats  coach 
who'll  be  speaking  at  the 
FFA  convention 

63  You,  old-style 

61*  One  of  the  Great  fakes 

65  one's  ways  (not  open 

to  new  ideas) 

66  Not  daughters 

67  Gets  married  to 

68  Adkins  (country 

star  who  was  an 
FFA  member) 


1  Country  that's  an  island  in  the 
Mediterranean  Sea 

2  Flip (decide  by  chance) 

3  Be  sad  over  a  loss 

i*  "Would to  you?" 

5  Magazine  workers,  for  short 

6  They  go  great  with  a  burger 

7  Depend  (on) 

8  Kind  of  thin  fish 

9  It  makes  the  lights  go  on  in  your 
house:  abbr. 

10  Separate 

11  Some  people  at  the  FFA  convention 

12  Country  star  Jimmie Gilmore 

13  Big  celebrity,  like  Lyle  Lovett  or 
Brad  Paisley 

18    Machines  that  tape  shows 

23"  Baby,  Baby"  singer  Grant 

25    Ruin 

27  Tennis  star  Sampras 
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21 

22 
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58 
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60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

1 

65 

66 

" 

68 

28  Another  FFA  officer  who  will  be 
giving  a  retiring  address 

29  With  both  boys  and  girls, 
like  a  school 


32  Seventy- (how  many  years  old 

FFA  is  this  year) 

33  Three  card,  in  slang 

31*  School  bus  driver  on 
"The  Simpsons" 

35  Unfreeze,  as  a  field 

36  Spooky  holiday  that  falls 
on  Thursday  during  the 
FFA  convention 

37  Sign  of  the  future 

38  Hit  fly  balls 

i*o  " you  serious?" 

i*i*  One  way  to  get  to  the 
FFA  convention 


1*6  Country  next  to  France:  abbr. 

1*7  Where  some  people  go  during 
summer 

1*9  Walks  in  shallow  water 

50  They're  fun  to  pedal  around 

51  Singer  Baker 

52  Potion 

53  Has to  pick  with 

(is  annoyed  at) 


55  Sound  you  hear  when  you  yell 
into  a  canyon 

56  Made  a  picture 

57  Chemical  substance  that  can  be 
dangerous 

58  Ending  for  "joke"  or  "pun" 

61  Anger 

62  Ending  for  "guitar"  or  "clarinet" 


You'll  find  the  solution  to  this  issue's  "Puzzler"  on  page  3) 
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In  the  Navy,  you'll  do  more  in  a  few  years  than  most  people  do 
in  a  lifetime.  If  you're  ready,  check  out  the  Life  Rccelerator  at 
navy.com  or  call  1-800-USR-NRVY 


002  Paid  lor  by  the  U  S.  Navy.  All  rigti 


you 
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TIPS  ON  MANAGING  YOUR  CASH 
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It  pays  to  be  in  the  FFA 

Studies  show  that  FFA  members  work  harder  and 
earn  more  than  American  teens  as  a  whole 


You've  probably  heard  the 
saying:  "Money  makes  the 
world  go  round."  That's 
taking  things  to  an  extreme, 
of  course,  but  considering  just 
what  money  can  do,  and  con- 
sideringjust  how  dependent 
we  are  on  it,  there  is  some 
truth  to  it. 

We  rely  on  money  for  food, 
clothing,  housing,  education 
and  transportation.  We  spend 
countless  hours  of  our 
lives  working  for  money, 
and  countless  more  hours 
spending  it. 

That  said,  you  might 
find  the  following 
money-related  figures, 
drawn  from  the  results 
of  two  recent 
surveys  of  FFA  and 
other  high  school 
students,  to  be 
intriguin 
FFA  members 
earn,  on 


average,  $11+3  per  week. 
Meanwhile,  the  rest  of  the 
American  teenage  population 
makes  an  average  of  just 
$1+3  per  week. 

$100  edge 

In  case  you  slept  through 
math  class,  that  spells  a 
$ioo-per-week  difference 
in  earning  power,  with  FFA 
members  clearly  in  the  lead.  If 
you're  in  the  FFA,  chances  are 
you're  raking  in  the  dough  at 
more  than  three  times  the  rate 
of  your  peers.  The  question, 
then,  is  why? 


Well,  as  luck  would  have 
it,  that  same  survey  may  pro- 
vide the  answer.  It  turns  out 
that  FFA  members,  on  the 
whole,  are  harder  workers, 
more  ambitious  and  more 
focused  on  their  future 
careers  than  other  high 
school  students. 

At  the  time  of  the  survey, 
which  was  during  the  school 
year,  more  than  half  of  the 
FFA  members  were  holding 
down  jobs.  That  was  true  for 
only  a  third  of  the  rest  of  the 
teenage  population. 

More  than  money 
Meanwhile,  despite  the  fact 
that  they  were  working  more 
often,  FFA  members  tended  to 
take  more  challenging  courses 
than  their  peers.  More  FFA 
students  also  planned  to  go 
to  college. 

So,  it  seems,  at  least  when 
it  comes  to  teenagers,  there's 
a  close  correlation  between 
motivation-drive,  if  you  will— 
and  earning  power.  It  also 
appears  there's  a  link  between 
being  driven  and  being  an  FFA 
member.  If  you  put  these  two 
facts  together,  and  you  hap- 
pen to  be  counting  dollars  and 
cents,  that's  good  news,  "fr 


The  Figures 

SPENDING  HABITS 

SO  WHERE,  EXACTLY,  IS  ALL 

THAT  MONEY  GOING?  HERE'S 

A  snapshot: 

•  k8  PERCENT  OF  FFA  MEMBERS 
OWN  THEIR  OWN  CAR 

•  75  PERCENT  OF  FFA  MEMBERS 
HAVE  SAVINGS  ACCOUNTS,  17 
PERCENT  HAVE  STOCK  ACCOUNTS 
AND  15  PERCENT  HAVE  CREDIT 
CARDS 

•  FFA  MEMBERS  SPEND  AN 
AVERAGE  OF  $63  PER  SHOP- 
PING TRIP,  PRIMARILY  ON 
CLOTHING,  CDS  AND  JEWELRY. 

SCHOOL  =  JOB 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  U.S.  DEPART- 
MENT OF  LABOR,  IT  PAYS  TO  STAY 
IN  SCHOOL  AS  LONG  AS  POSSIBLE 
.  .  .  AND  THEN  GET  A  JOB.  THE 
MORE  EDUCATED  YOU  ARE,  THE 
LESS  LIKELY  YOU  ARE  TO  BE 
UNEMPLOYED.  FOR  INSTANCE, 
HIGH  SCHOOL  DROPOUTS  ARE 
UNEMPLOYED  AT  A  RATE  OF  MORE 
THAN  16  PERCENT  FOR  MEN  AND 
20  PERCENT  FOR  WOMEN,  WHILE 
THOSE  WHO  GRADUATE  FROM 
COLLEGE  ARE  UNEMPLOYED  ATA 
RATE  OF  AROUND  6  PERCENT  FOR 
MEN  AND  3  PERCENT  FOR 
WOMEN.  NOT  SURPRISINGLY, 
THOSE  WITH  ONLY  A  HIGH  SCHOOL 
DIPLOMA  FALL  BETWEEN  THESE 
TWO  FIGURES. 

HOUR  BY  HOUR 

NATIONAL  STATISTICS  SHOW  THAT 
TEENS  WORK  AN  AVERAGE  OF 
ABOUT  17  HOURS  PER  WEEK 
DURING  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  AND 
23  HOURS  PER  WEEK  DURING  THE 
SUMMER.  THEIR  AVERAGE  HOURLY 
EARNINGS  HOVER  JUST  ABOVE 
MINIMUM  WAGE  THROUGHOUT 
THE  YEAR. 


Your  Money  is  brought  to  you  by 


GMAC 


GMAC  Is  a  registered  service  mark  of  the  General  Motors  Acceptance  Corporation.  ©2000  GMAC.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Imagine  there's  a  drought  in  the  Southwest, 


Imagine  FFA  members  in  Oklahoma  having 
trouble  buying  hay  for  their  animals 


GMAC 


Chevrolet     •   Pontiac    •   Buick    •   Oldsmobile    •   Cadillac    •   CMC     •    1-800-32  SMART  •   www.gmacfs.com 


Here's  how  FFA  members  from 
across  the  U.S.  voted  in  our  last 
poll.  You'll  find  our  new  survey 
on  page  31. 


The  chapters  that 
sent  in  the  most 


surveys: 


"acer  High  School 
l-FA  Chapter,  Autll_  Ci 


San  Marco* 


FFN  ChaoW. 


Sa„ttoM4. 


(    TOP  5  DREAM  VACATIONS 

hawaii 


mexico 
france 
Jamaica 
bahamas 


(    TOP  5  TV  SHOWS 


friends 
mtv  shows 
the  Simpsons 
gilmore  girls 
spongebob  squarepants 


(    TOP  5  AGRICULTURAL  CAREERS^)  (  TOP  5  FEMALE  ACTOrT 

veterinarian  julia  roberts 

biologist  Jennifer  lopez 

farmer  sandra  bullock 

welder  Jennifer  aniston 

florist  drew  barrymore 


(    TOP  5  FFA  ACTIVITIES 


3)      (  TOP  5  MALE  ACTOrF 


ag  days 
field  day 
showing  animals 
college  visits 
animal  judging 


brad  pitt 
jim  carrey 
josh  hartnett 
heath  ledger 
adam  sandier 


(    TOP  5  SCHOOL  LUNCH  FOODS  ~)      (  TOP  5  WEEKEND  ACTIVITIES  *) 

pizza  hang  out  with  friends 

chicken  movies 

sandwiches  play  sports 


candy 
fries 


shop 
sleep 


(    TOP  5  NON-AG  CLASSES 

math 

english 

computers 

p.e. 

science 


])      (  TOP  5  MALE  ATHLETJT 

michael  Jordan 
tiger  woods 
kobe  bryant 
derek  Jeter 
shaq 


3      (    TOP  5  SINGERS 


britney  spears 
garth  brooks 
tim  mcgraw 
usher 
ja  rule 


^)      (  TOP  5  FEMALE  ATHLETES 

stacy  dragila 
mia  hamm 


venus  Williams 
anna  kournikova 
serena  Williams 


])      (    TOP  5  BANDS 


linkin  park 
blink  182 
p.o.d. 
'n  sync 
limp  bizkit 


^)      (  TOP  5  WEEKEND  ACTIVITIES        ~) 

hang  out  with  friends 

play  sports 

work 

ride  four-wheelers 

sleep 

What's  Hot  is  brought  to  you  by  WfanglGT 
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or  The  Cowboy  In  You™ 


body  sou] 

Just  be  yourself 

Don't  let  drug  use  become  a  part  of  your  life 


BY  CHRIS  HAYHURST 


Chances  are,  you  know  a 
drug  abuser.  He  could 
be  a  close  friend.  Or, 
more  likely,  she's  someone 
you  met  but  never  really  got  to 
know.  She  may  be  a  teammate 
or  sit  next  to  you  in  math 
class.  He  might  be  a  cousin,  a 
friend  of  your  parents',  a 
neighbor  or  a  cashier  at  the 
grocery  store. 

According  to  the  latest  fig- 
ures, there  are  nearly  14  mil- 
lion drug  abusers  in  the 
United  States.  They  use  every- 
thing from  cocaine  to  heroin 
to  steroids,  from  prescription 
drugs  to  drugs  you  can  only 
find  on  the  darkest  of  street 
corners.  They  are  men  and 
women,  boys  and  girls.  Some 
end  up  in  jail.  Others,  if 
they're  lucky,  wind  up  in 
treatment  programs  or  in  hos- 
pitals. Some  end  up  dead. 

Drug  use  often  begins  at  a 
young  age.  In  fact,  by  the  time 
they're  finished  with  high 
school,  51+  percent  of  all 
Americans  have  at  least  tried 
an  illegal  drug.  "Most  of  these 


Resources 

to  find  out  more  about  the 
risks  of  drug  abuse,  try 
these  websites: 

the  national  institute  on  drug 
abuse:  www.nida.nih.gov/ 

the  office  of  national 
drug  control  policy: 
www.whiteh0usedrugp0licy.gov/ 


people  don't  go  on  to  become 
drug  addicts,"  explains  Dr. 
Timothy  Condon,  associate 
director  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment's National  Institute  on 
Drug  Abuse. 

Still,  he  says,  the  fact  that 
more  than  half  of  teens  are 
experimenting  with  drugs  is 
alarming.  "Everybody's 
chemistry  is  different,"  says 
Condon.  "It's  impossible  to 
know  how  you'll  be  affected 
the  first  time  you  try 
something." 

It's  a  gamble 
The  problem,  say  experts,  is  in 
the  head.  Drugs  are  designed 
to  target  the  user's  brain.  And 
because  no  two  brains  are 
exactly  alike,  individual  reac- 
tions to  different  drugs  vary 
tremendously.  The  drug  ecsta- 
sy, for  example,  is  well  known 
for  the  loving,  happy  feeling  it 
gives  its  users. 

But  there's  a  flip  side  to 
this  so-called  "club  drug." 
Scientific  studies  have  shown 
that  long-term  use  of  ecstasy 
can  hurt  the  brain's  ability  to 
work.  "Decreased  cognitive 
function"  is  the  term  medical 
professionals  use.  Knowing 
that,  says  Condon,  and 
knowing  how  potentially 
lethal  other  drugs  can  be, 
even  on  the  first  try,  it's  a 
good  idea  to  think  twice 
before  you  experiment. 

"There  are  two  main 


reasons  people  take  drugs," 
explains  Condon.  "The  first 
reason  is  to  feel  good.  The 
second  is  to  feel  better."  Some 
people  turn  to  drugs  for  fun. 
They  might  be  bored  with  the 
everyday  routine,  looking  for  a 
change.  Drugs  may  appear  to 
provide  an  answer,  but,  says 
Condon,  that's  an  illusion. 
"Drugs  might  seem  like  they 
can  help,  but  they  can  also 
wind  up  hurting." 

Get  involved  instead 
Instead,  he  says, 
find  excitement 
elsewhere.  Join        , 
a  club  or  a      , 
team.  Go  /    • 

to  an  •r 

amusement         . 
park  for  a 
spin  on  a  roller 
coaster.  Try 
paintball,  bowling 
or  miniature  golf. 
If  all  else  fails, 
go  to  a  counselor 
or  a  doctor  and 
explain  how 
you  feel. 

Peer  pressure, 
family  difficulties 
and  trouble  with 
school  are  other  common 
reasons  people  try 
drugs.  "These  problems 
put  people  at  risk  because 
they  think  drugs  wi 
either  make  them  feel 
better  or  fit  in,"  says 


Condon.  Again,  he  says,  there 
are  better  answers.  Most 
importantly,  don't  be  afraid 
to  talk  to  your  parents, 
teachers,  and  friends. 

"At  some  point,"  says 
Condon,  "everyone  is 
confronted  with  the  same 
decision:  Do  I  take  drugs  or 
not?"  When  it  comes  your 
turn,  the  answer-and  the 
consequences-are  up  to  you.  fc 


Vote  once  For 

each  category. 

When  we  print  the  results,  we'll  show  the 
top  five  vote-getters  in  each  category.  In 
our  next  issue,  we'll  recognize  the  FFA 
chapters  that  send  in  the  most  surveys. 
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What's  Hot  survey  today. 


Can't  find  the  job 
you're  looking  for? 


The  best  place  to  find  the 

best  careers  in  Agriculture  and 

Natural  Sciences  is  at 

www.jobhog.net.  Check  it  out  today. 

)tibhog.net 
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TULSA 
'WELDING    » 
'SCHOOL       $* 

"World  Class  Welders"      ^Jf 

•  53,824  /  month 
reported  average         — 
starting  pay  by 

132  of  135  graduates 

from  July  thru  December 

2000.  Overtime  included    fwmwhSm.  o« 

in  some  cases. 

•  Seniors  call  toll  free  for  free  video. 

Call:  1-866-WELD  USA 

www.weldingschool.com 
2545  E.  11th  St.    •   Tulsa,  OK    74104 


Lie.  by  OBPVS 


V[.  Did  you  hear  about  the 
potato  farmer  who  cultivated 
his  fields  with  a  steamroller? 
A:  He  wanted  to  grow 
mashed  potatoes. 
Troy 


,   WASHINGTON 


Q:  How  did  the  music 
teacher  get  locked  out 
of  the  classroom? 
A:  He  left  his  keys 
in  the  piano. 

Martel  Barnett 


Q:  Two  flies  are  on  the  porch. 
Which  one  is  the  actor? 
A:  The  one  on  the  screen. 

Chris  Bratcher 

KUTTAWA,   KENTUCKY 

Q:  If  a  red  house  is  made  out 
of  red  bricks,  and  a  blue 
house  is  made  out  of  blue 
bricks,  what  is  a  green  house 
made  out  of? 
A:  Glass. 

Chris 


Ned:  Did  you  hear  that 
Canada  sold  the  U.S.  a 
large  herd  of  bison? 
Ted:  Oh,  did  Canada  send 
the  U.S.  a  buffalo  bill? 

Rachel  WulF 


NCOCK,  MINNESOTA 


Q:   What  seven  letters  did  the 
little  boy  say  when  he  saw 
that  the  fridge  was  empty? 
A:  O-l-C-U-R-M-T. 

Kenny  Matthews 


•1ENTO,   CALIFORNIA 


Q:  What  did  the  duck  want 
served  with  his  soup? 
A:  Quackers. 

Tim 

SPRING,  TEXAS 

Q:  What  did  the  monkey  say 
when  his  sister  had  a  baby? 
A:  I'll  be  a  monkey's  uncle! 

Darren  Meyer 


Q:  What  is  a  cow's  favorite 
family  comedy  show? 
A:Milk  'em  In  The  Middle 

Noel  Nemmers 

COLQUITT,  GEORGIA 

Q:  What  was  the  woman 

doing  on  the  floor  of  the 

supermarket? 

A:  Looking  for  low  prices. 

Jaime  Quintana 


Q:  What  do  you  call  a  chicken 
who  thinks  he's  Superman? 
A:  Cluck  Kent. 

Angie  Lowry 

COMMIS  KEY,  INDIANA 

Q:  What  is  the  definition 
of  a  farmer? 

A:  One  who  is  out  standing 
in  his  field. 

Brent  Hermanski 

GAR8ER,   OKLAHOMA 


WE'LL  PAY  FIVE  BUCKS  FOR  EACH 
JOKE  SELECTED  ON  THIS  PAGE.   IF 
WE  RECEIVE  DUPLICATE  JOKES, 
THE  PERSON  WHO  SENT  IT  IN 
FIRST  GETS  THE  CASH.  BECAUSE 
WE  RECEIVE  SO  MANY  JOKES,  WE 
CAN'T  ACKNOWLEDGE  OR  RETURN 
YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS.  WRITE 
YOUR  JOKE  ON  A  POSTCARD  OR 
SHEET  OF  PAPER    AND  MAIL 
IT  TO  US  (YOU'LL  FIND  OUR 
ADDRESS  ON  PAGE  2). 
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Aqrinuts 


by  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


I'M  PACKING  FOR  THE  FFA 
CAMPING  TRIP.  I  WANT  TO  MAKE 
SIRE  I  AM  VERY  PREPARED. 


YOU'RE  BRINGING 
A  13"  TV?  THAT'S 
JUST  PLAIN  CRAZY! 
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YOU  ARE  AN  ABSOLUTE  GENIUS 
DARRYL,  MY  MAN.  I  THINK  I'LL 
BRING  MY  27"  INSTEAD. 


Last  Laff  is  brought  to  you  by 


FFA  wants  you  to  check  out  those  who 
conquered  risk  and  went  to  D.C... 

Read  on  for  more  details  about  how  YOU  can  enter  the  2003  contest! 
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hat's  right,  these  FFA  members  told  us  how  they  conquered  risk  and  won  an  all-expense-paid  trip  to  Washington,  D.C,  for 
lemselves  and  their  advisors.  While  in  D.C,  they  were  recognized  in  a  special  ceremony  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
griculture,  met  high-ranking  USDA  officials  and  congressional  representatives  and  toured  our  nation's  capital.  We  believe  the 
inners  taught  Commander  Risk,  Miss  Manage  and  Strive  a  thing  or  two  about  managing  risk. 

you  manage  risk  in  your  supervised  agricultural  experience  program  (SAE),  tell  FFA  how  in  an  essay  and  enter  it  in  the 
003  Risk  Management  Essay  Contest.  Ask  your  advisor  for  more  details,  or  log  on  to  www.ffa.org  and  find  out  how  to  enter! 


The  Risk  Management  Essay  Contest  is  sponsored  by  the  Risk  Management  Agency  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 
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with  purchase  of  any 
Justin  3.1  Series  Boots 

g  dealers. 
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et  a  FREE  George  Strait 
Poster  with  any  3.1  try-on! 

Purchase  any  3. 7  Series  boots  and  receive 
George  Strait's  newest  release  "The  Road 
Less  Traveled"  absolutely  FREE.  And  you 
can  get  a  free  George  Strait  poster  just  for 
trying  on  a  pair  of  3. 1  Series  boots.  One 
CD  per  purchase.  Offer  good  only  through 
August  31, 2002,  while  supplies  last. 


To  find  a  participating  dealer  near  you  visit  us  o 

www.justinboots.com 


